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Abstract: Marx’s attitude toward “alienation” (Estrangement) is to “receive and abandon” it. It has its
own evaluated scale. Under the private ownership, the divine power of money, in capitalist society, is
an important factor that leads to alienation. To grasp the theory of alienation in Marx’s 1844 Economic
and Philosophical Manuscript, the complete human beings must be the research foundation. The article
summarizes the evaluation criteria of alienation as ineradicable and transformable; the capitalists are
included in the scope of alienation as well. By analyzing them in terms of “acquisition of wages” and
“utilization of wages”, it points out the fact that capitalists and workers are mutually alienated beings.
Besides, it reveals that the more the capitalist exploits the laborer, the more he himself can only
survive in the form of “parasitism”; the more the laborer’s species-being nature can only be
maintained to survive, the more he consolidates the capitalist’s right to parasitism. The study of
alienation theory provides us with a powerful weapon to criticize Western social trends, and also
provides a reference for the construction of an autonomous knowledge system in China; from the
theoretical study, it enhances our consciousness of solving problems dialectically, and with a
developmental perspective as well. Besides, it provides us new ideas for thinking about the
relationship between man and nature, giving new perspectives on how to achieve free and
comprehensive development of man.
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