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The Triple Expression of Li Zhi’s Humanism

Chen Yang

School of Social Development, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou Jiangsu

Abstract: Li Zhi’s thoughts reveal his spirit of daring to innovate and criticize, and more importantly,
reveal his respect for human beings, his emphasis on individual freedom and equality, and his
emphasis on individual emotions, namely, the deep humanistic color in his thoughts. The strong
humanistic color of his thought is mainly manifested in three aspects: First, it is manifested in the
value orientation of equality of all people, pursuing political and educational equality and individual
liberation. Second, it is reflected in the theory of human nature that “every man has his own private
interests”. Third, in literary and artistic creation, he advocated “sincerity”, opposed “insincerity”, and
emphasized the artistic expression of true feelings.
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