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Hegemony and Marginalization: A Study on John Donne’s
Masculinity

Xu Huanming Li Zhengshuan

Abstract: John Donne's works are filled with conceits and logical reasoning, pioneering a new poetic
style in English literature and leaving a rich legacy to world literature. Studying Donne's identity is conducive
to uncovering his qualities. We believe that Donne possesses a strong masculinity, although his masculinity also
carries marginalization in a society plagued by religious conflicts. These two temperaments contribute to the
contradictory image of Donne. Specifically, Donne demonstrates a strong masculinity, particularly in terms of
hegemony in relationships with women and the desire of expansion. At the same time, he also exhibits a marginal
masculinity, characterized by suppressed beliefs and underground marriages.

Key words: John Donne; metaphysical poets; masculinity

-069-



