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Chinese Motion Event:An Exploration on Lexicalization and
Typology

——The View from “Run” Verbs

Zhang Jinjin

Abstract: Talmy divided languages into Satellite-Framed Languages and Verb-Framed Languages. Furthermore,
Talmy claimed that Chinese belongs to Satellite-Framed Language. However, there are disputes on the calssification of
Chinese. This research expolres the lexicalization pattern of “run” verbs and its typological status. This research found
that half of “run” verbs accords with word formation of Satellite-Framed Language, but almost every verb fits semantic
characteristics of Verb-Framed Language. Therefore, this study views “run” verbs as concurrent language of Satellite-
Framed Language and Verb-Framed Language.
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