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Representation of Space and Identity Construction in The French

Lieutenant's Woman

Xinyu Shen, Jianhua Yu

Abstract Using the theory of spatial criticism, this paper explored the spatial writing in The French
Lieute-nant's Woman from three dimensions of "physical geographical space", "individual
psychological space" and "social-historical space". In the physical geographical space, through the
"space transfer" of geographical landscape, Sarah obtained a completely different survival experience,
and gradually established the independent "new female" identity. In the individual psychological space,
and in the confrontation between self and others, self and society, Sarah obtained the dual liberation of
mind and body, accomplishing the integration and construction of psychological space. In the
social-historical space, the author revealed the hypocritical moral view, rigid class division and
unbalanced gender mechanism of the Victorian period by breaking the barrier of historical truth and
fictional text, promoting the awakening of female self-consciousness and reconstruction of female
living space through Sarah's rebellion against “orthodox thought”.
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