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Horror And The Uncanny : The Superfluous Man Qutside The
Political Power Structure

Tang xiaoran

Abstract: Sergei Dovlatov, an exiled Soviet writer living in the US, presents his novel The Suitcase as an

evocation of everyday life in the "post-Stalinist" USSR, marked by random theft, drunkenness and other absurdities.

The everyday life of ordinary people is marked by horror and the uncanny within the powerful structure of political
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power. The power of the state permeates every aspect, but the mighty power also shows a weak side. Power is not
responsible for people's dreams, intoxication and abnormal behaviour. They go beyond the limits of power and
constitute a space of anti-order and anti-power, a world of imaginary carnival. Powerful state authority demands
an orderly, purposeful world. And by acting without purpose, by dissolving the utilitarian and purposeful nature of
politics, the people who should be the subjects of politics become superfluous.
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