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A Freudian Psychoanalytic Interpretation of Orlando

Hui Ding

Abstract Virginia Woolf is a representative writer of stream of consciousness in British literature,
and is known as the pioneer of modernism and feminism in the 20th century. Her book, Orlando: A
Bio-graphy, is warmly welcomed by many readers for its novel subject matter and profound
connotation. This novel tells the story of Orlando, who first experienced the failure in love and literary
career, and then accidentally became a woman, resulting in the collapse of the spiritual world. Finally,
through her unremitting efforts, she achieved androgynous and self-redemption, and became a poet
who successfully won awards in modern times. Based on Freud's psychoanalysis theory as the
theoretical basis, this paper analyzes Orlando from the perspectives of conscious and unconscious
conflict, the co-existence of the ego, id, superego as well as life instinct and death instinct, and mainly
explores Orlando's characteristics and psychological changes, as well as the inner world of the author,
so as to excavate deep structure of this novel and help readers to understand the main idea and
significance of the article.
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