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An Analysis of the Similarities and Differences between Marx and

Maslow’s Need Theory

Qinru Gao

School of Marxism, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai

Abstract: Need is an important factor to promote the development and change of human society,
which can not only develop productive forces, but also improve the relations of production. Satisfying
one’s own needs can not only promote the emergence of human’s essential power, but also enable
people to master the world independently and liberate themselves continuously in practice. As a reality,
human beings have abundant needs. Human nature is the process of realizing oneself. Human beings
realize self-development in the generation of needs. As the essential problem of human beings, needs
have very important research value no matter what stage of development they have reached. By
comparing the differences and similarities between Marx’s and Maslow’s theories of need, this paper
deeply reveals the nature of human beings, explores the law of historical development and evolution,
and lays a solid theoretical foundation for the freedom, liberation and self-realization of mankind.
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