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A Survey on Student Interpreters’ Perception of Interpreting
Quality Assessment: Comparative Analysis with Professional
Interpreters

Xiao Yueqi Zhang Weiwei

Abstract: Interpreting quality assessment not only guides interpreting practice and teaching, but is also a
hot issue in the field of interpreting research. Previous studies at home and abroad have abundant research results
in terms of quality assessment criteria, the parties involved, assessment tools, etc., but little research has explored
student interpreters' perception of quality assessment in interpreter training. Drawing on Lee's (2015) survey of
professional interpreters, the present study conducted interviews and questionnaire surveys on 84 students from
15 universities, using 42 criteria covering the three categories of “content”, “form” and “delivery”. It analyzes the
cognitive status of student interpreters on interpreting quality assessment, and discusses the possible influencing
factors of the differences with professional interpreters. The results show that student interpreters have a vague
perception of quality assessment and limited understanding of the criteria involved. Compared with professionals,
student interpreters attach less importance to the criteria related to “form”, but attach more importance to the criteria
related to “delivery”. In addition, there is a significant difference between the two groups in their perceptions of the
weight of the criteria. Professionals assign a significantly higher weight to criteria under the category of “content”
than those related to “form” and “delivery”, while students did not differentiate between the three major categories.
This study highlights the possible lack of discussion on interpreting quality assessment in interpreting teaching
practice, which can help teachers adjust training goals, promote learning through evaluation, and help efficiently
cultivate future interpreters.

Key words: student interpreters; professional interpreters; interpreting quality assessment; perception;

comparative analysis
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