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The Contemporary Value of Kant’s Aesthetic Self-Discipline to
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Jing Yang
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Abstract: As the core concept of Western modern aesthetics, aesthetic autonomy has experienced a
process of establishment. From the 18th century to the 20th century, on the basis of Kant and
influenced by the thoughts of The Times, the concept of aesthetic self-discipline has been fully
developed from the subjective aesthetic attitude to the objective aesthetic form and reached a kind of
theoretical consciousness in the 20th century. It was Kant who really gave aesthetics an independent
status in the philosophical sense. Kant’s aesthetic disinterest has a great influence on Chinese
aesthetics and is of great significance to the aesthetic reconstruction of contemporary Chinese
literature and art. On the basis of criticizing and inheriting Kantian aesthetics, Mr. Li Zehou put
forward ““subjective practical philosophy” and “human ontological aesthetics”, which have promoted
the subjectivism, esthetic theory and axiology of contemporary Chinese Marxist aesthetics to varying
degrees. The transformation of aesthetic theory is embodied in three aspects: aesthetic reflection theory,
aesthetic emotion theory and aesthetic ideology theory; The turn of axiology is embodied in two
aspects: practical axiology and aesthetic freedom.
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