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ELi%: “The scene is the north lands.

Thousand of li sealed in ice,

ten thousand li in blowing snow.

From the Long Wall I gaze inside and beyond

and see only vast tundra.
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Up and down the Yellow River

the gurgling water is frozen.

Mountains dance like silver snakes,

hills gallop like wax bright elephants

trying to climb over the sky.” (Barnstone.W,
Chingpok, 1972:86)
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the march,

the long march.

Ten thousand waters and a thousand mountains are

nothing.

The Five Sierras meander like small waves,

the summits of Wumeng pour on the plain like balls

of clay.

Cliffs under clouds are warm and washed below by
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River Gold Sand.
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The far snows of Minshan only make us happy

and when the army pushes through, we all laugh.
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Interpretation of the Revolutionary Spirit of CPC in Western
Translators’ Behavior: A Case Study of The Poems of Mao Tse-tung
Translated by Barnstone

Ma Tingting

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s poems have artistically reproduced the rich connotations of the Revolutionary Spirit
of the CCP with high literary attainments in literature, and have been translated into many languages in the world. As
far as the dissemination effect of the translated texts is concerned, the interpretation and translation the Revolutionary
Spirit of the CCP is the key factor to their success. From the perspective of the Translator’s Behavior, this paper analyses
Barnstone’s interpretation of the Revolutionary Spirit of the CCP in The Poems of Mao Tse-tung, his translation work, at
two levels, both the social and the linguistic ones, as well as two behaviors, both extra-translation and intra-translation.
It is concluded that Barnstone’s identity, academic qualifications, experience of translation, and readership awareness, as
well as his combination use of both domestication and foreignization, and of both literal and free translation to convey
the images, to make a portrayal of the Communist Party of China (CPC), and to express the poetic mood, are the main
reasons for the wide dissemination and great influence of his translation work in the academic fields, and are also the
paths to learn from, in this new era, under the topic of the strengthening China’s influence and dissemination of Chinese
civilization.

Key words: revolutionary spirit of CPC; translator’s behavior; barnstone; poems of Mao Zedong
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