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Marx’s Theory of Needs and Its Contemporary Value

Qian Jin, Rong Wen
School of Marxism, Anhui Agricultural University, Hefei Anhui

Abstract: The issue of needs is the key issue of Marx’s attention. There are relevant discussions on
the issue of needs in Marx’s classic works of various periods, and Marx’s theory of needs is gradually
mature and perfect. Based on the real economic society, Marx explored and answered the question of
needs from the essential relationship between needs and people, the characteristics of needs and the
alienation of needs. Marx’s need theory has important guiding significance for contemporary
development. In theory, it has promoted our scientific understanding of the transformation of major
contradictions in the new era and further explained the theory of alienated labor. In practice, we should
adhere to the people-centered development idea in development, and promote the coordinated
development of material and spiritual civilization, so as to realize the free and comprehensive
development of human beings.
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