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A Long Climb
In a sharp gale from the wide sky apes are whimpering,
Birds are flying homeward over the clear lake and white sand,
Leaves are dropping down like the spray of a waterfall,
While I watch the long river always rolling on
I have come three thousand miles away. Sad now with autumn
And with my hundred years of woe, I climb this height alone
111 fortune has laid a bitter frost on my temples,
Heart-ache and weariness are a thick dust in my wine

(Witter Bynner &)
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Bamboo—Midst Cottage
Sitting alone in silent bamboo dark,
I play a ch'in, settle into breath chants.
In these forest depths no none knows

this moon come bathing me in light.
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The gudeman's awa, for to fecht wi' the stranger,
An" when he'll be back, oh! My hert canna tell.
The hens gae to reist, an' the beests to their manger,
As hameward they wend frae their park on the hill.
But hoo can I, thus left alane,

Help thinking o' my man that's game?
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Elkin Mathews,

The Changeable C-E Translated Poems: A Perspective of the

Variation Theory of Comparative Literature

Xie Yuhan Zhang Zhizhong

Abstract: The English translation of ancient Chinese poetry has attracted extensive attention from scholars and

translators at home and abroad. Over the centuries, an increasing number of ancient Chinese poems have been translated

into a variety of forms and contents. Their acceptance is accordingly different. From the perspective of the variation

theory proposed by Cao Shunqing, this paper focuses on the two variation processes of the English translation of ancient

Chinese poems, particularly at the three levels of language, culture and aesthetics.

Key words: classical Chinese poetry; variation theory of comparative literature; Cao Shunqing
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