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On the Postmodern Ethical Narration Techniques in LaRose

Fei Wang

Abstract  Postmodern ethical narration is the representation of postmodern ethical ideas in the
literary field, claiming the deconstruction of writer's authority and text's narrative center. Postmodern
ethical narration argues that the relationship between self and the other should be reconstructed by
admitting the differences and respecting the other, announcing the invalidity of traditional narration
which pursues oneness, grand narrative and meta discourse in the fast changing postmodern social
context. Louise Erdrich, a contemporary native American writer, has transcended the boundary of
traditional linear narrative techniques in her work LaRose by using the multi-linear and multi-view
techniques to form a panorama of postmodern novel with multiple different yet consonant voices. In
this novel, Erdrich adopted the postmodern ethical narrative techniques such as parallel structure,
polyphonic narration and carnival narration, extending the spatial meanings and realistic references of
the textual narration. Against the backdrop of the state of North Dakota, the novel discloses the ethical
problems of justice and traumatic memory of the native Americans in the contemporary context,
highlighting its attributes of the native writings.
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e LA I 22 (177 SN2 B 1 AT DA 2 W g B AR S i s, REE 1 BN SR e NACER R BNk &
PITTE AR 3 SRR 4, BT VA 22 NAR A AR R T8 15 Tl i R e iR, x5 [ 23 D S il v
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g, ASCEERE NG S SO IR T Z AL K — D EEE . 7 [14]
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S5 22 A DS HEAT B A A IR B, BAEAEAT D O SR O - IR SE I R AL BUK (cultural
assimilation) BOR I E 2707 [15]. BIRE —RE D Wl 8 1w fd FROE 2 A s, MR
WOBT BB 2 HE,  “ ERERENSE 2N 5 LB, RO EIEE 2 N R XN /A% T
L% W e EVER 2 BESR A 20 )L T IR R BT R ZRER T A& 5 1 #e 7 [8], HEA AW i #
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gt R H PRI, AP W R ET, oS LR B AT, B4
ARG AR 7 (6], 102E — AR W thke X b > AL & 25 )R AN, FJR&E ik 1 iR
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H B AN SCA ISR B R SRANR BN AL SR A IR 1 St L7 [16] .
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AL E C RS, TS BRI SCREF T B g BIMEANE, REF T B XIS B S (AR S
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