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Narrate, Falsehood, Cure: Unreliable Narratives in When We Were

Orphans

Jing Liu

Abstract When We Were Orphans tells the story of Banks, who solved the truth of his parents'
disappear-ance, faced his own trauma, and reached a reconciliation with himself through his memories
and retrospectives. Unreliable narrative theory provides a new perspective for interpreting When We
Were Orphans. Through the narrative perspective, fact/event axis and value/judgment axis, the
unreliability of the narrative in the text is analyzed, and the reasons for the unreliability of the
narrative are explored in combination with the theory of memory and trauma, and the healing effect of
the unreliable narrative is further explored. In this way, it analyzes how Banks reconfirmed his
self-identity and found his identity through the unreliability of narrative and the reconciliation of the
past, in the context of trauma and multiculturalism.
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