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(1) ...while the North Atlantic alliance continued
to expand despite our protests and concerns. Its military
machine is moving and, as I said, is approaching our
very border.

(2) They will undoubtedly try to bring war to
Crimea just as they have done in Donbass, to kill
innocent people just as members of the punitive units of
Ukrainian nationalists...
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PESZE,  [R]IN XF T ODC VAT A I 52 i AT B
BE I, T 52 4 B AR BRI . 1K L 4t
TH )15 & 2 R #R A & 2 7% ODC AT bt A K 7 AR I
LSS ) E G FRvE o BN A BiE it 2254,
RFIL ) ODC X IDC {945 5 M2 A0,  Snid &
SIAE TE BN T, DAk 2 I b ML 2% 4 i 5
Kok,

(3) Even now, with NATO’s eastward expansion
the situation for Russia has been becoming worse and
more dangerous by the year.

(4) This array includes promises not to expand
NATO eastwards even by an inch. To reiterate: they
have deceived us, or, to put it simply, they have played
us...

il 3 i,
“dangerous” 1] LLAIIL ODC X IDC 5200 ) F7 2244,
I HEEM Rk £ “JLART” KERT, H
DR R B AL, BB EIER . XTI
AFasE, #URT ODC sEfk “Jb2y” , dbyfE #E
BEXAARE W i SEARAR T RE T, (LMD Wil B S
TEFULNE, XL W S N R 2 A R T 2
FREEPER . B4 AT A, 07X TAEZIH R SOR B
AL G LR PAT [ bRk e R IR T R 58 7t .

(5) ...the invasion of Iraq without any legal

“has been becoming” “worse”  Fll

grounds. They used the pretext of allegedly reliable
information available in the United States about the
presence of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq...It
later turned out that all of that was a fake and a sham,
and that Iraq did not have any chemical weapons.
Incredible and shocking but true. We witnessed lies

made at the highest state level and voiced from the high
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UN rostrum. As a result, we see a tremendous loss in
human life, damage, destruction, and a colossal upsurge
of terrorism.

(6) ...its readiness to work honestly with the
United States and other Western partners, and its
practically unilateral disarmament, they immediately
tried to put the final squeeze on us, finish us off, and
utterly destroy us.

(7) For eight years, for eight endless years we have
been doing everything possible to settle the situation by
peaceful political means. Everything was in vain.

(8) No matter who tries to stand in our way or
all the more so create threats for our country and
our people, they must know that Russia will respond
immediately, and the consequences will be such as you
have never seen in your entire history.
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Bt E A R R (gl 8)
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i R Az % DA A 2 TR R AR R R A A

I ] (R T AT, SRR AR T 5 A
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5 e g R e B 22 2 e RN W B LR (B,
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AN K B 2t 5 P s B A A SRR E R .
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A Study on the Legitimization of Political Leaders’ Speech
from the Perspective of Proximization Theory: A Case Study of
Putin’s 2022 National TV Speech

Zhang Jiatao Xiao Zhiqing

Abstract: The study of political leaders’ speech contributes to understanding policy directions, and plays an
important role in the legitimization of policies or actions. From the perspective of proximization theory, this paper
takes Russian President Putin’s 2022 national TV speech before Russia’s war against Ukraine as an example to
explore his legitimization strategies, namely spatial, temporal and axiological proximization, and the national image
to legitimize subsequent actions. This research finds that Putin uses more spatial and temporal proximization to
emphasize Russia’s legitimization by expanding the scope of central entities. He adopts present-to-future conceptual
shift, emphasizing the possible extension of the threat into the future, as a way of replacing the legitimization of
the Ukraine and NATO. In terms of axiological proximization strategy, Putin uses the negative attitude of opposite
entities to demonstrate the positive image of Russia. Putin has helped to shape Russia into an image of a democratic
but authoritarian, as well as peace-loving country that maintains world security and stability. He has successfully
transformed policies in political discourse into political actions.

Key words: proximization theory; discourse analysis; political discourse; Russia-Ukraine conflict
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