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Exploring the Development Path of Education in a “Schoolified”

Society
——The wisdom provided by the book “Deschooling Society”
Cui Yacun
Faculty of Education* Henan Normal University 453007

Abstract: After several decades, the ideas expounded by Ivan Illich in  “Deschooling Society” have transitioned from
being negated to being reevaluated, gradually revealing the immense wisdom offered by the concept of a “deschooled
society.” “Deschooling” is not merely a one-sided critique of schools within society but a critique of how society has
institutionalized and standardized the notion of schooling. The institutionalization of society, characterized by authori—
tative ideologies akin to the accepted beliefs in schools, enforces rigid structures and practices, metaphorically
shrouding society in metaphorical “shackles.” Faced with the challenges of education and life in the present, we need
to gradually emancipate ourselves from the schoolification and shackling. Ivan Illich’s ideas inspire us to pursue
self-liberation, transforming the cultivation of “knowledge” in individuals into guidance for “wisdom,” shifting from
superficial institutionalized norms to belief cultivation. This perspective encourages the creation of an interconnected
network that facilitates the sharing of wisdom and resources, conducive to both living and learning, thereby gradually
breaking free. This line of thinking inspires us to ground ourselves in the present, reevaluate prevailing patterns, and
seek a genuinely diverse, ecological, interconnected, and intelligent path that suits contemporary life and education
within society.
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