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The Translation of Chinese Literature of Jian’an Period and Its

Research in English-Speaking World

Liu Leilei

Han Yue

Abstract: Ts’ao Chih and Ts’ao P’i, especially Ts’ao Chih, have been the majority of studies on the dissemination

of Jian’an literature abroad. The research phase in the English-speaking world can be roughly divided into three periods:

the early 20th century was the start, with translation works of a small number of selected poems; from the 1950s to the

1980s, the number of translations and specialized thesis studies increased, and scholarship became more academic;

from the 1990s onwards, there was a clear breakthrough in research methods and approaches, and the research was

characterized by an overall concern. In terms of research trends, the main move was from biographical studies to multiple

interpretations, from a focus on individual writers to an interpretation combining the interaction of the times, ideas and

cultures. In general, the sinological study of Jian’an literature gradually moves from fragmentation to systematization and

diversification.
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